NlH A Head Start is a federally-funded, locally-run preschool
program that provides comprehensive services for
America’s most vulnerable children and their families.
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In Migrant & Seasonal Head Start...
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Head Start’s Impact:

the Head Start Advantage

Children who participate in Head Start programs receive innumerable
benefits. These advantages appear immediately, last a lifetime, and even have

an effect on other generations.

38%

Head Start children reduce their
vocabulary deficit by 38% during
the program year.

19%

Head Start children are 19% less
likely to smoke as adults.

31%

Head Start children are 31% less
likely to have been held back a
grade.

13%

High quality birth-to-five
programs, like the combination
of EHS and HS, pay off 13% per
year.

About NHSA

The National Head Start
Association is a nonprofit
organization committed to
the belief that every child,
regardless of circumstances
at birth, has the ability to
succeed in life. NHSA is the
voice for more than 1 million
children, 200,000 staff and
1,600 Head Start grantees in
the United States.

For more information,
please contact us:
go.nhsa.org/Contact.

For citations and other state fact sheets, please visit www.nhsa.org/Fact-Sheets
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Our mission is to coalesce, inspire, and support
the Head Start field as a leader in early childhood

development and education.



